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SALCN & SPA

HAIR STYLISTS
Angela Dodge, Rachel Ainsworth,
Sadie Ware & Samantha Thompson
NAIL TECH: Jodi Chaplin
ESTHETICIAN: Skyler Williams

HAIR Wwash, Cut, Blow Dry, Style, Perms, Color/Fashion Color, Keratin
Smoothing, UpDo, Kids Cuts, Men’s Cuts, Beard Trims & Designs,
Bayalage, Formal & Bridal Styling
ESTHETICS Waxing: Full Face & Body. NAILS Manicure, Gel, French,
Facials, Chemical Peels, and Hot Stone Nail Art, Polish Change, Paraffin

Treatments. Brow & Lash Tinting. Treatment, Spa Pedicures

36 State Street, Shelburne Falls ¢« CALL 413.522.8927

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

We carry art, vintage postcards, maps, ephemera

BOOKS on local history, agriculture, old technical,
art, woodworking, poetry, music and many others.

Open Tuesday, Wednesday

& Thursday 11am to 6pm

20 State St., Shelburne Falls
N (Bucklandside) 413.625.9850
" BROWSERS WELCOME!

America's Choice in Homesa
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Need A Helping Hand At Home?
Non-medical living assistance
services from Angels!

CALL NOW! 413-344-9281

Visit Our Website: VisitingAngels.com/pittsfield
Visiting Angels of the Berkshires

cry Our
|\ el o Homemade

Dy, Desserts!
0

Open Monday thru Friday 5am - 2pm
Saturday and Sunday 7am - 2pm
Located at 25 Bridge Street in Shelburne Falls
413.625.6606 | www.facebook.com/foxtowndiner25

COMMUNITY ISSUE

How Smart Are

Smart Meters?

By Jonathan Mirin

re you an Eversource customer? National Grid? Have you
Abeen notified about the planned “upgrade” to a “smart

meter”? “Smart” sounds good, doesn’t it? Kind of like your
“smart” phone, which, for most people has become a huge
convenience and integrated into our daily lives.

Eversource is leading the charge in Western MA with their
rollout starting in August. They have been offering webinars where
customers can learn:

- What will happen leading up to and during a smart meter
installation.

- The features you’ll see once your smart meter is installed.

- The numerous benefits a smart meter offers.

Plus, smart meters are “free”! So what’s the concern? If you
look at the history of rollouts across the US, you see significant
fire, privacy, dirty electricity and cyber-security issues in addition
to thousands of injury reports. Some of these injuries have been
mild and some debilitating. Many of the injured did not know that
smart meters were being installed on their property or apartment
building. They just woke up sick and later understood that smart
meters were installed the day prior. Smart meters employ microwave
radiation to send and receive data between your home and the
utility in real time which allows for features like “time of use billing”.

How could a technology which has the potential to cause
Electromagnetic Radiation Syndrome and/or increase cancer and
neurological disease rates be deployed so widely? Well, that’s a
great question with a complex answer. In Massachusetts, when
people were testifying and submitting research about microwave
radiation harm to the Department of Public Utilities in 2014, the
DPU used taxpayer money to bring in tobacco scientist Peter
Valberg to testify smart meters are safe. This testimony became the
justification for ignoring evidence of harm and ordering the smart
meter rollout.

Currently, Eversource and National Grid offer opt outs for
$34/month and $26/month. This would be appealing if you happen
to not live or work in a building with multiple meters. However,
even if you pay up, deployment also entails new antennas on most
if not all telephone poles, i.e., more involuntary exposure. So, if
you work from home, can pay the opt out fee and for a dirty
electricity filter and your house is set back from the street you can
stop reading now. If one of those is not true for you, you may want
to learn more. One place to start is the free documentary “Take
Back Your Power” which, although more than a decade old, gives
a good overview. We have collected more links
at hilltownhealth.org/smartmeter

Additional remedies include: - shielding inside your home
behind the meter - installing a dirty electricity filter - contacting
your elected representatives to pass S.2306, the long awaited no
fee opt out bill - demanding that Chattanooga, TN be used as a
model where all smart grid advantages are currently being enjoyed
through their fiber-optic network while maximizing energy efficiency
(ironically, wireless is an energy intensive technology) - demanding
the utilities compete on safety to reduce the harm of wireless
exposure by adjusting their equipment to minimize power and
frequency of emissions while saving energy and stop using the
20+ year old FCC exposure limits as a Trojan Horse.

Jonathan Mirin is a co-director of Hilltown Health, a local
group dedicated to leveraging safe technology for community
well-being as well as co-Artistic Director of Piti Theatre Company.
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